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DON'T  DRINK 
AND  DRIVE 


Homecomings,  proms  and  gradua¬ 
tions  are  all  reasons  for  celebration. 
Unfortunately,  joyous  occasions  may 
turn  into  tragedies  if  you  drink  alco¬ 
holic  beverages  and  then  drive. 

Your  age  group  is  particularly  sus¬ 
ceptible  to  involvement  in  alcohol- 
related  crashes  because  of  lower 
tolerance  to  alcohol  and  relative  in¬ 
experience  as  drivers.  The  problem 
has  become  so  serious  that  drinking 
and  driving  is  now  the  leading  cause 
of  death  for  teenagers. 

Many  of  you  just  received  yourfirst 
drivers  license.  Under  recent  changes 
in  Illinois'  driving  underthe  influence 
of  alcohol  and  other  drug  (DUI)  law, 
you  WILL  lose  your  license  if  arres¬ 
ted.  If  convicted,  you  will  face  other 
penalties  and  your  auto  insurance 
costs  will  increase  dramatically. 

Please  take  a  moment  to  read  this 
brochure,  which  provides  informa¬ 
tion  regarding  the  teen  DUI  problem 
and  the  Illinois  law.  Then  decide 
whetheryou  are  going  to  risk  becom¬ 
ing  a  DUI  statistic  or  join  thousands 
of  Illinois  teens  who  are  working  to 
discourage  their  peers  from  drinking 


DON'T  RISK  LOSING  YOUR  LIFE  . . 


•  In  1984,  of  those  tested,  more 
than  half  of  the  teenage  drivers  killed 
in  motorvehicle  crashes  had  alcohol 
in  their  bloodstream. 

•  Teenagers  comprise  only  1 0  per¬ 
cent  of  all  Illinois  licensed  drivers  yet 
account  for  1  8  percent  of  all  drivers 
killed  in  alcohol-related  crashes. 


•  From  the  first  drink,  alcohol  af¬ 
fects  coordination  and  decision¬ 
making  skills.  Vision  is  impaired  and 
depth  perception  becomes  distorted. 

•  A  12-ounce  glass  of  beer,  five 
ounces  of  wine  and  a  1  Vz  ounce  shot 
of  whiskey  all  contain  the  same 
amount  of  alcohol. 

•  Only  time  will  reduce  the  effect 
of  alcohol.  It  takes  about  two  hours 
per  drink  for  the  body  to  get  rid  of 
alcohol.  Coffee,  shower  or  food  will 
not  speed  up  the  process. 


•  •  • 


.  OR  YOUR  LICENSE 


•  Arrest  for  DUI  will  result  in  a 
drivers  license  suspension  of  at  least 
three  months. 

•  Convictionfor  DUI  can  result  in  a 
maximum  fine  of  $1,000,  up  to  one 
year  in  prison  and  the  loss  of  your 
drivers  license  for  at  least  one  year. 

•  The  minimum  drinking  age  in 
Illinois  is  21 .  A  violation  can  result  in 
a  maximum  $500  fine  and  up  to  six 
months  in  jail. 

•  Beginning  January  1,  1986, 
drivers  under  age  21  will  be  issued  a 
special  drivers  license  with  a  red 
background. 
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•  A  conviction  for  knowinglyallow- 
ing  a  driver  under  the  influence  to 
operate  your  vehicle  will  result  in  up 
to  a  $1,000  fine  and  up  to  one  year 
in  prison. 
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Asa  teenager  you  are  making  many 
important  decisions  that  will  affect 
your  life  now  and  in  the  future.  These 
decisions  range  from  whether  to  try 
out  for  football  or  cheerleading  to 
choosing  a  college  and  career.  At  the 
social  level,  you  decide  who  will  be 
yourfriends,  whom  to  date  and  which 
party  to  attend.  You  probably  have 
not  given  much  thought  to  whether 
you  should  drink  and  drive.  It  is  one  of 
the  most  important  decisions  you  will 
ever  make,  one  that  could  save  your 
life. 

Now  that  you  know  the  dangers  of 
drinking  and  driving  and  the  penal¬ 
ties  for  being  arrested  or  convicted 
for  DUI,  join  thousands  of  Illinois 
teens  who  are  working  to  discourage 
their  friends  from  drinking  and  driv¬ 
ing.  Become  a  Responsible  Safety 
Voice  to  your  Peers  (R.S.V.P.) 

As  you  make  important  decisions 
in  life,  your  friends  will  be  a  signifi¬ 
cant  influence.  In  more  than  200 
Illinois  schools  and  communities, 
teens  are  working  with  their  friends 
through  volunteer  organizations  to 
combat  drinking  and  driving. 

Many  teens  are  planning  home¬ 
coming,  prom  and  graduation  parties 
thatdo  not  include  alcohol  consump¬ 
tion.  For  example: 

•  Plan  a  boat  cruise  featuring 
bands  and  D.J.'s. 

•  Hold  a  film  festival  and  have  a 
sunrise  breakfast. 


CHOOSE  TO  FIGHT  DUI 


There  are  also  things  you  can  do  to 
help  prevent  needless  deaths  and 
injuries  caused  by  drinking  and 
driving: 

•  Learn  more  about  the  drinking 
and  driving  problem. 


•  Help  establish  a  local  teen 
group  to  fight  DUI. 


•  Encourage  other  teen  organiza¬ 
tions  to  include  information  regard¬ 
ing  the  teen  DUI  problem  in  their 
programs. 

•  Don't  let  your  friends  drive  if 
they  have  been  drinking  alcoholic 
beverages. 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  CALL: 

(312)  917-3229 
or 

(217)  782-6250 
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